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SUBJECT: NEWSPRINT DECREE LAW AND THE OPPOSITION PRESS 

SUMMARY: TWO RECENT GOP DECREE LAWS ON ALLOCATION OP NEWS- 
PRINT AND IMPORTATION OP POREIGN PUBLICATIONS MAY HAVE 
CHILLING EPFECT ON PRESS FREEDOMS. THERE IS DISCUSSION 
WITHIN GOP CONCERNING DENIAL OP NEWSPRINT TO CERTAIN 
"UNDESIRABLE " PERIODICALS IN ORDER TO FORCE THEIR CLOSURE. 
ALSO, IMPORTATION OF PUBLICATIONS NOT IN CONFORMITY WITH 
VALUES ESPOUSED BY PERUVIAN REVOLUTION IS TO BE STOPPED. 

1. JANUARY 9 DECREE LAW PROVIDING POR A 15 PERCENT REDUCTION IN 
THE IMPORTATION OP NEWSPRINT AND FULL CONTROL OF PURCHASE 
AND SALE OP NEWSPRINT BY THE GOVERNMENT ENTITY ENCI 
(EMPRESA NACIONAL DE COMMERCIALIZACION DE INSUMOS) 

HAS POLITICAL MOTIVES AT LEAST AS IMPORTANT 
AS THE ECONOMIC ONES WHICH OSTENSIBLY OCCASIONED 
THE DECREE. 

2. ALTHOUGH PINANCE MINISTER LUIS BARUA IN HIS JANUARY 12 
PRESS CONPERENCE STATED THAT TH REDUCTION IN NEWS- 
PRINT WOULD NOT APPECT THE DAILY PAPERS, HE SAID 
NOTHER ABOUT ITS POSSIBLE IMPACT ON THE 
NON-CONTROLLED WEEKLY JOURNALS. BARUA SAID THAT THE 
GOP IS STUDYING A "RATIONALIZATION OF NEWSPRINT " IN 
ORDER TO INSURE THAT THE DAILIES ARE NOT ADVERSELY 
APFECTED BY THE ECONOMIC MEASURES. IN AN AMPLICATION 
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SUPERIOR OF THE COMMERCE MINISTRY, STATED THAT NEWSPRINT 
IS USED NOT ONLY IN DAILY PAPERS BUT ALSO IN PERIODICALS 
AND HE IMPLIED THAT THE "RATIONALIZATION " WOULD BE CARRIED 
OUT THROUGH REDUCTION OE NEWSPRINT ALLOCATIONS TO THE LATTER. 

3. EMBOFE DISCUSSED THIS PARTICULAR MEASURE WITH AIDE TO 
PRIME MINISTER-DESIGNATE EERNANDEZ MALDONADO WHO ASSERTED 
THAT PURPOSE OE DECREE WAS ESSENTIALLY TO EORCE CLOSURE 

OE "NON-ESSENTIAL" AND UNDESIRABLE PUBLICATIONS. HE 

SAID THAT A STUDY HAD BEEN PREPARED NEWSPRINT PROM OPINION 

LIBRE AND EL TIEMPO (TRADITIONALIST, ANTI-COMMUNIST AND ANTI-MILGOV), 

UNIDAD (OPPICIAL ORGAN OR PERUVIAN COMMUNIST PARTY), EXPRESSION 

(INDEPENDENT AND ECCENTRIC), AND SEVERAL OTHER POLITICAL 

JOURNALS. THE GLOSSY, SOMEWHAT PRIVOLOUS PERIODICAL GENTE 

IS ALSO ON THE LIST. SOURCE CONTRADICTED LATER COMMENTS 

OP BARUA BY ASSERTING THAT DAILIES OJO, EXTRA, ULTIMA 

HORA, AND POSSIBLY CORREO ARE ALSO BEING CONSIDERED POR 

GOP STUDY JUDGES THESE "SECTORIZED" DAILIES TO BE SUPERPLUOUS. 

SOME CRITICAL PERIODICALS WULD REMAIN, 

ACCORDING TO SOURCE, INCLUDING LEFT-WING MARKA AND 
CRITICALLY INDEPENDENT EQUIS (X) AND OIGA. PINAL 
APPROVAL OP NEWSPRINT CURTAILMENT AIMED AT PORCING OUT 
CERTAINPUBLICATIONS HAS NOT YET BEEN SECURED, BUT COUNCIL OP 
MINISTERS IS EXPECTED TO DISCUSS SPECIPICS IN NEAR PUTURE. 

4. THE SECOND JANUARY 9 DECREE LAW APPECTING THE PRESS 
AND BASED ONPOLITICAL AND ECONOMIC GROUNDS PROHIBITS THE 
IMPORTATION OP MAGAZINES AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS CONSIDERED 
HARMPUL TO THE INTELLECTUAL, MORAL AND CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 
OP THE CITIZENRY OR CONTRACRY TO PERUVIAN HISTORIC 

AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS. THE MINISTRY OP COMMERCE WILL 
AUTHORIZED THE IMPORTATION OP ALL MAGAZINES AND PUBLICATIONS, 
BEARING IN MIND THE NEED TO REDUCE TRADE DEPICIT.IMPORTA- 
TION OP SPECIFIC PUBLICATIONS IS SUBJECT T APPROVA OF 
EDUCATION MINISTRY ACTING AS GUARDIAN OP CULTURAL, 

INTELLECTUAL, MORAL AND CIVIC VALUES MENTIONED ABOVE. 

5. THE MINISTER OP EDUCATION HAS RECENTLY SPOKEN OUT AGAINST 
CERTAIN WOMEN'S MAGAZINES, INCLUDING BUEN HOGAR AND 
COSMOPLOITAN, WHICH POSTER "NON-PERUVIAN CULTURAL VALUES". 
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THESE AND OTHE POREIGN PUBLICATIONS (ALREADY GREATLY 
RESTRICTED) MAY BE EXPECTED TO DISAPPEAR FROM NEWSSTANDS. 

6. IP MORALES BERMUDEZ' REGIME DOES EORCE 

OUT SOME OP THE OPPOSITION PRESS THRUGH DENIAL OP 
NEWSPRINT, THE SUBTLETY OP THE MEASURE WHEN COMPARED 
TO BLUNT CLOSURE AND EXILE USED BY VELASCO'S REGIME 
MAY SPARE GOP SOME INTERNATIONAL OPPROBRIUM. HOWEVER, 
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THE EFFECT ON FREE PRESS PRINCIPLE WOULD BE THE SAME. 

DEAN 
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